UNITY THROUGH COMMUNITY
Camp Springs Civic Association Newsletter

November Community Meeting
The Camp Springs Civic Association’s (CSCA) community meeting will
be held on Thursday, November 11, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. As we approach
the election season we want to empower our community with
knowledge of our rights and duties in the political process. We have
the power; we must use it and stop giving it to the politicians. Joe
Brice, President, PGC Civic Federation, Mahasin El Amin, Circuit Court
Clerk, and Tamara Davis Brown, Esq will be our featured speakers.
Guests also include our C.O.P.S. officers, and Teresa Crisman, PGC
Fire/EMS Dept, Community Relations & Public Information.

NEWSLETTER HIGHLIGHTS
November Community Meeting

CONNECT THE DOTS—THE CENSUS
& REDISTRICTING

This is the last newsletter for 2021! We pray that you have a safe
and enjoyable holiday season!!
Visit the CSCA website for county and community news & events, to
volunteer and to renew your membership go to
http://www.Campspringsca.org. Renew membership or become a
member! It is so easy, select membership, enter your debit, or
credit card information along with your home address. And it’s
affordable – annual membership is just $15 per household and $25
per business. You can also mail in a check or money order, make
payable to Camp Springs Civic Association—P.O. Box 1071, Camp
Springs, MD 20757.
Please go to YouTube and subscribe to the Camp Springs Civic
Association Channel.
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Help Support Schools in the Camp
Springs Area

Crossland High School
Homecoming 2021

A Message from the CSCA President

CONNECT THE DOTS—THE CENSUS & REDISTRICTING
The United States (U.S.) census is legally mandated by the U.S. Constitution and takes place every
10 years.
The census tells us who we are and where we are going as a nation, and helps our communities
determine where to build everything from schools to supermarkets, and from homes to hospitals. It
helps the government decide how to distribute funds and assistance to states and localities.
The census plays an essential role in providing detailed information on population density. The
information obtained from the census assists the government in distributing resources, for
example, areas densely populated get, as a rule, more resources than areas that are scarcely
populated. It also helps decide on where to provide social amenities.
The U.S. Census Bureau provides the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico with
population counts to use in their redrawing of congressional and state legislative district
boundaries—a process known as “redistricting”that is to guarantee equal voter representation.
However, we know that what is supposed to happen does not always transpire. Politicians are
known to manipulate the redrawing of district lines to their advantage.
Our local government [Prince George’s County] is in the process of redrawing the Council’s
legislative districts following the completion of the U.S. Census.
County Charter Section 305
The County’s Redistricting Process is defined in County Charter, Section 305, which controls the
County Redistricting Process, and requires Council districts “that are compact, contiguous, and
equal in population.” Additional requirements include:
Establishment of a Redistricting Commission (“Commission”) by February 1, the year before the
election.
A Commission Proposed Redistricting Plan and Report must be submitted to the County Council
by September 1.
A Council Public Hearing on the Proposed Plan.
If the Council passes no other law changing the proposal, the Proposed Plan, as submitted, shall
become law, as of the last day of November, as an act of the Council.
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As of September 28, 2021, the Council was on board to accept the Commission’s plan for
redistricting that included minor changes leaving District 8 intact. But at the October 14, 2021,
Council meeting, Councilman Derrick L. Davis proposed a new redistricting map without the
knowledge of all councilmembers but met in private with five other councilmembers to create a
major redrawing from the Commission’s plan. What a disruption. Based on the Davis Redistricting
Plan, Camp Springs is to be divided between Districts 8 and 9. Camp Springs is one community and
should be under one council person. As the saying goes “follow the money”, this is a ploy to take
the economically viable parts of our district and place it under Councilman Harrison in District 9
whom, by the way, was part of the closed-door meeting that our current Councilwoman Monique
Anderson Walker was not privy to attend.
We have the power - let your voice be heard—let’s keep Camp Springs as one district. Next step is
the public hearing scheduled for Tuesday, November 16, 2021. It’s time to be intentional.
To sign up to speak or to submit written comments, visit https://pgccouncil.us/Speak. In addition,
please forward your email directly to the Clerk of the Council at clerkofthecouncil@co.pg.md.us to
be placed into the record of the proceedings.

Help Support Schools in the Camp Springs Area
As we all know, this school year has been challenging for students and parents due to the pandemic.
However, we cannot forget about teachers and school administrators. Teachers and staff are responsible
for keeping all students safe once they enter the school building, but some go above and beyond. Many
school administrators and teachers use their hard-earned money to purchase school supplies and snacks
for their students. The Camp Springs Community is encouraged to help out by reaching out to our schools
to see what is needed.
A few weeks ago, Monique Taylor, owner of Monique’s Unique Boutique and President of the Camp Springs
Civic Association, donated 300 childrens’ masks to Allenwood Elementary School. Shawna Fagbuyi,
Principal of Allenwood told Ms. Taylor that many students come to school without a mask or lose or soil
them before the end of the school day. Ms. Taylor will be donating masks every month. If you choose to
donate, contact the school first to see what is needed and their donation policy.
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From the CSCA President
What is community? I define community as a group of people who share things in common, care deeply
about each other, and work closely together towards a common purpose about which they care.
The CSCA has continually worked to create the condition for community as its organizational goal. We
have been looking for others who share our goal. CSCA is building a better community, which means
continuously. We want our community to have great schools, a clean environment, safe and high
property values. But what are you doing to ensure that we have great schools, a clean environment and
safe and high property values?
Honestly, if you are not serving in some capacity to move the community forward, your complaints fall
on deaf ears.
Take for example, our school system—have you reached out to the schools to determine how you can
help? Have you contacted your school board officials to demand they do their job? Do you participate
in the parent teacher student association (PTSA)?
We complain about how the community is not clean—have you come to one of the CSCA monthly
cleanups? When you see trash in your neighborhood—do you pick it up or do you think I did not put it
there? We must do our part also—the County cannot do it all.
When you see something do you say something? Until we get our school system fixed, we are not going
to have high property values as our neighboring communities in the DMV.
Yes, it takes sacrifice but always remember that sacrifice is good for the whole—community.
Give back and assist others - it is the basis of community and volunteering. Volunteering connects us to
the community by improving it and making it a better place for all of us to live in.
No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted. --Aesop

Yours in Service,
Monique C. Taylor
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Crossland High School's Homecoming 2021
CSCA celebrated our local school homecoming.
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